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I enjoyed gett ing to know m,ore about 
how ya’ll started your collections at 
last month’s meeting.  Hope we can 
take t ime to share more often at future 
meetings.  It was interesting to learn 
how many people are no longer col-
lecting the village they started with. 
 
Thanks to Pat and Roden Campbell for 
the program on their December trip to 
the home of D-56.  It  would be great if 
we could just twitch our noses like 
Bewitched and all go to the showroom.  
Some of you guys would have so 
much fun in the Halloween section, 
I’m not sure you would see the rest of 
the cool stuff. 
 
Summer is just around the corner and 
it ’s t ime to put the Bunny Houses up.  
Thanks to Michael Hamilton we have 
at least one idea for the summer t ime 
decorating, using a patriot ic theme, 
you can go from Memorial Day 
through July the 4th and on into Labor 
Day with all things red, white and 
blue.  You could also get out those old 
picnic baskets and use them as a 
theme.  How about summer fruits.  
The ideas go on and on.  Check your 
drawers, closets and garages to see 
what ideas you can come up with and 
go for it . 
 
See you Saturday, 
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 Spirit of 56  
Collectors Club 

The purpose of this 
organization shall be to 
enhance and per petu-
ate an i nteres t in the 
Department 56 collec-
tions through informa-
tive programs and to 
provide an opportunity 
for fellowship, enj oy-
ment, and  fun among 
those collectors who 
appreci ate collecti ng, 
and to protect and 
advance the cause of 
the common collection. 
 The Spirit of 56 Club 
meets on the third Sat-
urday of Januar y, Feb-
ruary,  March, April, 
May, June, September,  
October, and N ovem-
ber at 8:30 A.M. at  
Gene Allen’s 1638 
West Randol Mill Road.  
The anni versary meet-
ing is in April of each 
year.  Visitors are al-
ways welcome.  
The membership is 
open to all persons  
interested in Depart-
ment 56 collecti ons.  
Annual  dues  ar e 
$20.00. Contac t Connie 
Earl 817-860-5607 or 
Pat Campbell 817-284-
5291. 

Sponsor 
      Gene Allen’s Gifts 
1638 W Randol Mill  

817-277-7501 
2717 W Park Row  

817-277-9541  
I-20 at Little Road  

817-478-4788 
Arlington, Texas 
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Department 56 Tidbits: 
 
Here are some interesting facts 
you might not know about some 
Snow Village pieces: 
 

· Early samples of the Lucky 
Dragon Restaurant had “The 
Golden Dragon Restaurant ” 
on them. 

· The Bayport sign on Tour the 
Village is misspelled Bayqort 

· On the bottom of the Turn of 
the Century, the inscription 
reads Turn the Time of Cen-
tury. 

· Some of the Fire Stations have 
a Dalmatian and some don’t. 

· The color of the Village Mar-
ket varies from mint green to 
cream. 

· The Brownstone was origi-
nally introduced with a gray 
roof but the next year it was 
red. 
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Here are some more pictures from the Tour of Homes 
in December.  This month the pictures are from  
George Bullard’s home.   
 
Below:  Here is the big North Pole scene.  Isn’t it lovely. 
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By Joy  Fenrick 
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Above: A striking scene of North Pole 
below a Thomas Kincade painting.  

And… 
Of course, I 

could not leave 
out the bums 
or the angels. 
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Here is a poem that applies to us all, whether we agree or not.  I hope you enjoy it . 

In case some of you did not get to see them this year, here is a 
picture of some bluebonnets that I took, near our house. 
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“ NCC Comes Home to D56”,  
The 2008 NCC National D56 Convention 

Don’t forget!  IT’S COMING!  The upcoming 
convention scheduled for June 26 – 29, 2008.   

You can check on the convention website 
www.ncc2008convention.com  

for the latest information. 
 Club Information:  

 
We now have new offi cers, in case you did not 
know.  They are listed below: 
 

PRESIDENT: Charla Bold 
VICE PRESIDENT: Dottie Herrmann 

SECTRETARY:  Judy Vance 
TREASURER:  Gordon MacKenzie 

Newspaper Editor:  Shannon Robards 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
EVERYONE!!!! 
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I found a website recently that has a lot of 
Dept. 56 information and ideas on it.  

There is even an e-book filled with ideas 
that you can buy.  However, the picture 
above came from a free section of ideas.  
If you notice, around the red barn is a 

fence.  You can’t see it from this picture b/
c it is small but there is wire where the 

indentions are on the wood pieces.  Basi-
cally, someone took a certain type of pop-
sicle sticks that can be bought at any craft 
store; cut the ends off and the taped them 
together.  Then, she took some fishing 
wire and wrapped it from fence piece to 

fence piece.  What a neat idea.  The com-
plete instructions are on the website I 

listed above.  Go check it out!. 
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www.department56.com 
Department 56 website: 

The Dept. 56 Retirees are having a 30% items 
with an asterisk (*) on their website.  Go visit, 
you might find something that you can’t live 
without.  http://www.dept56retirees.com/ 

www.terisd56.com 

For those of you that have been wondering about those Thomas 
Kincade houses.  One website you can go to is: 

www.hawthornevillages.com 
Here is something unique that you can find if you look. 

One of the easy tips listed on the website is to put 
mirrors behind your displays to reflect the light.  
You can put your display in front of a mirror you 
already have in your home or you can put some 
inexpensive framed mirrors behind your scenes.  
Another idea I thought of was to take the mirrors 
that you put displays on top of and use that under 
or behind your village scene.  These are relatively 
inexpensive and can be found at any hobby store. 
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Spirit of 56 Collectors Club 
751 Honeysuckle Lane 
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 
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DID YOU  KNOW?  
· Bats are the only mammal that can fly. 

· Giraffes are the only animals born with horns.  Both 
males and females are born with bony knobs on the fore-
head. 
· The bloodhound is the only animal whose evidence is 
admissible in an American court. 
· The hummingbird is the only bird that can fly back-
wards. 
· The only lizard that has a voice is a Gecko. 

· The penguin is the only bird that walks upright. 

· The Virginia opossum is the only marsupial (pouched 
mammal) that is indigenous to North America. 
· Bloodsucking hookworms inhabit 700 million people 
worldwide.  
· Antarctica is the only continent w/o reptiles or snakes. 
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Quote of the Month: 
 
 

“We are each of us angels, w ith only 
one w ing.  We can only fly by embrac-
ing each other.”               
  Luciano De Crescenzo 


