
 Spirit of 56  
Collectors Club 

The purpose of this 
organization shall be to 
enhance and perpetu-
ate an interest in the 
Department 56 collec-
tions through informa-
tive programs and to 
provide an opportunity 
for fellowship, enjoy-
ment, and  fun among 
those collectors who 
appreciate collecting, 
and to protect and 
advance the cause of 
the common collection. 
 The Spirit of 56 Club 
meets on the third Sat-
urday of January, Feb-
ruary, March, April, 
May, June, September, 
October, and Novem-
ber at 8:30 A.M. at 
Gene Allen’s 1638 
West Randol Mill Road.  
The anniversary meet-
ing is in April of each 
year.  Visitors are 
always welcome.  
The membership is 
open to all persons 
interested in Depart-
ment 56 collections.  
Annual dues are 
$20.00. Contact Connie 
Earl 817-860-5607 or 
Pat Campbell 817-284-
5291. 

Sponsor 
      Gene Allen’s Gifts 
1638 W Randol Mill  

817-277-7501 
2717 W Park Row  

817-277-9541  
I-20 at Little Road  

817-478-4788 
Arlington, Texas 
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 I hope all of you enjoyed St. Patrick’s Day and you used some D56 to 
decorate your home.  The Snow Village piece, Year Round Holiday House, is the 
first thing that sports St. Patrick’s Decorations at Mom’s house.  Isn’t it amazing 
what you can do with a few flags and confetti? 
 If you were not at the last meeting, I turned in my resignation as president 
for the coming year.  The nominating committee (Past Presidents) recommended 
Randy Whitlock for the new president.  He will be nominated at the next meeting, 
and the floor will be open for any other nominations for president. 
 The program this month will be presented by three members, Connie, 
Martha, and Judy.  They will be doing vignettes. 
 As mentioned in the last newsletter, the theme for the Region 8 Roundup 
is (A Spooktacular Event).  The display contest requires a Spooktacular Theme, 57 
buildings, and a base no larger than 30” x 48”.  You could win first place and get a 
$200.00 reward for being very creative.  As of this writing, there are four paid 
vendors and several more that have reserved places.  The only hotel rooms left are 
the convention dates, no dates before or after are available at the $99 rate. 
 Since our anniversary is April, it was decided at the last meeting that we 
would have a bake sale during the meeting to celebrate.  Each member that wants 
to will bring a homemade goody, with the recipe, to the April meeting.  Please 
bring a small sample for tasting, along with your goody, for the sale.  The items 
will be purchased by the highest bidder.  
 

See you Saturday, March 21st at 8:30 a.m.,  �
�������
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Do you recognize these pictures?  If not, 
see the Collector story on the next page. 
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Here’s a hint: 
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www.ncc56.com 

The NCC website address 

May 15-17, 2009  - Canadian Gathering  - 
The Village Lamplighters of Quebec will 
be hosting the Gathering.  The English 

version of the website is:  http://
www.lamplighters.ca/index-en.html.  

 
August 20-23, 2009  - Region 8 Roundup 
presents A ���������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
���� in San Anto-
nio, Texas at the Omni San Antonio Hotel.  

The charity will be WINGS.   
 

The website has been updated and 
has a lot of great information.   

 
 http://www.region8roundup.org/ 
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The electronic version of our news-
letter is located here, along with 
some other neat information: 
 
http://www.minnesota56clubs.com 

www.department56.com 
Department 56 website: 

 
������������	�
�� ����������	�
��� �
Since I have retired in August, I have gradually been finding things 
to be more involved in.  One organization I joined is called AM-
BUCS (American Business Clubs).  It is a nation-wide non-profit 
organization whose main purpose is providing therapeutic tricycles 
to kids and adults with disabilities.  The tricycles are provided 
through recommendations from therapists.  They meet once a week 
in a Mexican restaurant (very good choice) and contribute time to 
many community services (i.e. Forth Worth Food Pantry, Habitat, 
Women’s Shelter).  They have an annual fundraiser that was held 
last Saturday  - Boot Scootin’ Night  - bar-b-que dinner, music, si-
lent auction, live auction, dessert auction.  I offered to make a De-
partment 56 basket for the silent auction.  Jean Trimble, very gener-
ously, donated two wonderful older Department 56 buildings (I am 
making another one for another fund raising function.)  This one was 
“Home Sweet Home.”   
(See pictures on this page and others.)  What a great story, Connie.  
Thanks for sharing it with us! 

My Last Note from the Editor: 
 

   I wanted to say that I have enjoyed doing the newsletter 
for the past 4 years.  Sometimes it was easy, sometimes it 
was hard.  However, I liked sharing information about the 
club and with the club.  Since I haven’t been at the meet-
ings, it has become more difficult to know what is happen-
ing and the interests of the club members.   
   I am very glad that Roden has agreed to start doing the 
newsletter again.  He does such a great job and I know none 
of us we be sorry.  We could all be a big help to Roden if 
we send him articles or information for the newsletter.  I am 
sure he would appreciate any information you provide. 
   I do want to share my news, some good and some bad.  
The bad first  - When I was selected to be the head coach of 
our program, there were 3 others coaching with me.  The 
bad news is that 2 quit and we have 20-40 participants.  It is 
very difficult for 2 coaches to keep track of everyone on a 3 
mile course, and make sure they are ok.  Which means, that 
I will not be able to miss any group runs and, as a result, 
will not be able to come to a meeting until our current pro-
gram is over about June.  Two weeks ago, I had a small run 
in with a very high curb and banged up my car.  Don’t 
worry everything is fixed now and I was not hurt just 
shocked.    Now, the good  - I got promoted at work and 
will have the opportunity to become certified in my new 
job.  I am very excited and will be doing my old and new 
jobs until my replacement is found. 
   Last but not least, I want to thank everyone for all of their 
help with the content and compliments.  Thank You! 



Spirit of 56 Collectors Club 
751 Honeysuckle Lane 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 
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I want to say thank you to Pat, 
Roden, and Connie for the articles 
they sent me to for the newsletter 
this month.  I really appreciate it. 


