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WELCOME TO THE MARCH 
WINDS AND OF COURSE SNOW. 
 
I’M NOT IRISH, HOWEVER I HAVE 
“KATIE McCABE’S IRISH SPECIAL-
TIES” AND “MOLLY O’BRIEN’S 
IRISH PUB” ON THE MANTLE.  SOME 
OF THE RABBITS HAVE ARRIVED, 
SINCE THERE IS A SHORT DISTANCE 
BETWEEN ST. PATRICK’S AND 
EASTER, I DECIDED TO PLACE THE 
SIX EASTER HOUSES I HAVE. 
(BETTER KNOWN AS THE RABBIT 
HOUSES.)  THE COMMITTEE HAS 
CHOSEN A SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 
THE COMING YEAR.  COME ONE, 
COME ALL TO GREET THEM WHEN 
THEY ARE ANNOUNCED THIS SAT-
URDAY. 
 
PAT CAMPBELL HAD AN EMER-
GENCY SURGERY WITH COMPLICA-
TIONS, BUT SHE IS DOING MUCH 
BETTER NOW, AND PLANS TO PRE-
SENT THE PROGRAM AT OUR MEET-
ING. 
 
I DO WISH WE COULD FIND CLEAR 
PLASTIC EGGS.  WE COULD HAVE A 
GREAT TIME COLORING THEM 
WITH PAINT AS CONNIE SHOWED 
US TWO MONTHS AGO. 
 
 
SEE YOU SATURDAY, 
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 Spirit of 56  
Collectors Club 

The purpose of this 
organization shall be to 
enhance and perpetu-
ate an interest in the 
Department 56 collec-
tions through informa-
tive programs and to 
provide an opportunity 
for fellowship, enjoy-
ment, and  fun among 
those collectors who 
appreciate collecting, 
and to protect and 
advance the cause of 
the common collection. 
 The Spirit of 56 Club 
meets on the third Sat-
urday of January, Feb-
ruary, March, April, 
May, June, September, 
October, and Novem-
ber at 8:30 A.M. at 
Gene Allen’s 1638 
West Randol Mill Road.  
The anniversary meet-
ing is in April of each 
year.  Visitors are al-
ways welcome.  
The membership is 
open to all persons 
interested in Depart-
ment 56 collections.  
Annual dues are 
$20.00. Contact Connie 
Earl 817-860-5607 or 
Pat Campbell 817-284-
5291. 

Sponsor 
      Gene Allen’s Gifts 
1638 W Randol Mill  

817-277-7501 
2717 W Park Row  

817-277-9541  
I-20 at Little Road  

817-478-4788 
Arlington, Texas 
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Department 56 Tidbits: 
 
· If you didn’t realize it, each 

village has a new sign.  I 
guess D56 thought the people 
in our villages might not re-
member where they live. :-)   

· I also saw a interesting new 
accessory called “56 Street 
Lights”.  They have a 56 in 
the middle of the lights.  
There are also Santa Street 
Lights. 

· I also found some additional 
websites that might be benefi-
cial to those of you wanting 
miniatures, ideas or just 
something different: 

 

www.dollhouse-trains-more.com 
 

 www.andys-villagetrees.com 
 

http://hometown.aol.com/
nanstonwal/

NancysVillageStoneWalls.html 
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Our program last month was done by one of our favorite guests, Michael Ham-
ilton.  His ideas are always very good and he makes them look so easy, but as 
most of us know things are not always as easy as they look.  However, maybe 

with the pictures below and above we can try to recreate these displays. 
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Our very own Lea provided these  
great pictures for us.  Thank you, Lea! 

Here are some more pictures from the Tour of Homes 
in December.  This month the pictures are from 
JoAnn Murray’s home.   
 
Below:  This was the scene under a very cute Snowbabies 
tree.  JoAnn had a lot of neat themes throughout her 
whole house.  These are just a few. 
 

If you have any pictures you would like me 
to include in the newsletter, just email them 
to me.  They could be pictures from meet-
ings, display ideas, or anything else you 

might want to share with the club. 

Above:  This is a picture of a prototype of 
the new D56 Halloween Train Station.  I 
wish I could have seen this in person.  
 

Right:  Spring Showers display.  It looks like 
he used a lot of baby toys and some outfits, 
along with an umbrella 
 

Below:  Some storage bags that Mike 
brought to show us.  They look flexible. 

Above:  Here are the original 7 from Dickens 
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www.department56.com 

www.ncc56.com 

The NCC Bulletin can be found on the internet at:  
http://www.ncc56.com/2007Bulletins.2007.html 
Please do not share this with anyone that is not a club member. 

The NCC website address 

“NCC Comes Home to D56”,  
The 2008 NCC National D56 Convention 

Department 56 website: 

Plans are well underway for the upcoming con-
vention scheduled for June 26 – 29, 2008.   

You can also check in on the convention website 
www.ncc2008convention.com  

for the latest information. 

Club Information:  
 
Pat Campbell had sur-
gery and some complica-
tions.  Judy  said she is 
doing much better and 
will be at the meeting on 
Saturday.   
Felicia Tidwell also had 
surgery and is doing 
well.   
Let’s keep both of them 

in our thoughts and pray 
for them to keep getting 

better and better. 
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You should recognize this hanging decoration.  It was in Gordon’s house during the 
Tour of Homes this past December.  I thought this was a really neat idea and I know 
others did too. 
 

To make these, you take some material you like and 
get some Styrofoam balls.  Then, cut out the design 
you want to use on the ball from the material.  Then, 
you glue the fabric on to the Styrofoam wherever 
you want the design to be.  When you are done and 
they are dry, you can hang them, like Gordon has or 
you can put them all in a basket or bowl to show 
them off. 
I was thinking you could also do this with Styro-
foam eggs or different kinds of material for a totally 
different look for each season during the year. 

For those of you that would like to 
get the newsletter via email (and 
have not let me know), please send 
me an email at:   
shannon@robards.net 
If you have somehow been left off 
of the email list, please let me know 
that too. 
You can also let me know any news 
that you might have on yourself or 
others 

A note to Spirit of 56 Collector’s Club:  
Thank you for your cards and words of sympathy these last few months.  
As many of you might or might not know, we have had quite a bit of loss 
in our family.  Our 37 yr. old cousin/nephew passed away the first week 
of December and we still do not know the cause.  The next week our 27 
yr. old cousin/niece suffered an aneurysm and was in a coma for 3 
weeks.  Her father, our uncle and brother-in-law, passed away at 58 the 
week before Christmas.  Our niece/cousin is still semi-paralyzed but is 
getting better day by day.  Then, our grandfather/father-in-law died un-
expectedly the 2nd week of February, one day before his 89th birthday.  
The next week, our youngest cousin/nephew got a collapsed lung and 
had surgery to repair it.  Hopefully, this will end our family losses for a 
while.  Our faith and having friends who care has kept us strong.   
    Thank you, Shannon and Linda  

I am in a running program and have a 
5k race this weekend so I will not be 

able to come to the meeting. I will miss 
y’all.  Wish me luck that I finish. 
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http://www.minnesota56clubs.com 
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Spirit of 56 Collectors Club 
751 Honeysuckle Lane 
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 
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DID YOU  KNOW?  
· Baskin Robbins once made ketchup ice cream.  This 
was the only vegetable flavored ice cream produced. 
· Elvis Presley made only one television commercial—
an ad for “Southern Maid Doughnuts” that ran in 1954. 
· Honey is the only food that does not spoil.  Honey 
found in the tombs of Egyptian pharaohs has been tasted 
by archaeologists and found edible. 
· India is the only country in the world that has a Bill of 
Rights for Cows. 
· The only repealed amendment to the US Constitution 
deals with the prohibition of alcohol.   
· The pecan tree is the only naturally growing nut tree 
in North America.  It is native to the Texas, Mississippi, 
and Mexico River Valleys. 
· By age sixty, most people have lost half of their taste 
buds. 
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Quote of the Month: 
 
 

“Whiskey is by far the most popular of 
all remedies that won’t cure a cold.”             
   Jerry Vale 
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