
 Spirit of 56  
Collectors Club 

The purpose of this 
organization shall be to 
enhance and perpetu-
ate an interest in the 
Department 56 collec-
tions through informa-
tive programs and to 
provide an opportunity 
for fellowship, enjoy-
ment, and  fun among 
those collectors who 
appreciate collecting, 
and to protect and 
advance the cause of 
the common collection. 
 The Spirit of 56 Club 
meets on the third Sat-
urday of January, Feb-
ruary, March, April, 
May, June, September, 
October, and Novem-
ber at 8:30 A.M. at 
Gene Allen’s 1638 
West Randol Mill Road.  
The anniversary meet-
ing is in April of each 
year.  Visitors are 
always welcome.  
The membership is 
open to all persons 
interested in Depart-
ment 56 collections.  
Annual dues are 
$20.00. Contact Connie 
Earl 817-860-5607 or 
Pat Campbell 817-284-
5291. 

Sponsor 
      Gene Allen’s Gifts 
1638 W Randol Mill  

817-277-7501 
2717 W Park Row  

817-277-9541  
I-20 at Little Road  

817-478-4788 
Arlington, Texas 
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    I hope all of you enjoyed Valentine’s Day and you used some D56 to decorate 
with.  The Snow Village piece, Year Round Holiday House, is the first thing to 
sport Valentine’s at Mom’s house.  The club meeting on Feb. 21st would be a great 
time to share with the club how you decorated for the special day.  Since we don’t 
have a home tour for Valentine’s, why not a picture tour?  Snap a picture or pictures 
of your decorations and share with your friends at the meeting. 
    The club will celebrate its’ 17th Anniversary in April and Gene Allen’s has been 
our sponsor during those seventeen years.  Connie Gauntt, the current owner of 
Gene Allen’s, has been a major contributor and supporter of the club.  Thank you, 
Connie. 
    It’s hard to believe, but it’s time to think about new officers for the year.  The 
nominating committee (past presidents) would love to hear from anyone that would 
like to serve for the coming year.  Our new officers, or current ones, will serve from 
April 2009 to March 2010. 
    Dottie is working on a program that you don’t want to miss.  At the last meeting, 
we took a 40 question quiz to find out how much we knew about Texas.  Because of 
question 18, Mom and I did some research on the longest river in Texas.  We will 
share that information at our meeting.  The results will surprise you. 
    The club selected the Spirit of 56 Collectors Club Outstanding Collector Nomi-
nee at our January meeting.  Pat Campbell is the club’s nominee and the nomination 
letter has been submitted to Dept. 56.  Congratulations Pat! 
    This club has several members that have made some very good Halloween dis-
plays and are serious Halloween collectors.  You should think about entering the 
display contest at the Region 8 Roundup (A Spooktacular Event).  It requires a 
Spooktacular Theme, 5-7 Halloween buildings, and a base no larger than 30” x 48”.  
You could win $200.00. 
See you Saturday, February 21st at 8:30 a.m.,  �������
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http://www.tradingmarkets.com/site/news/Stock%20News/2047266 
http://www.startribune.com/business/34988324.html 
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/Lenox-Group-Inc-Reorganize-Under/story.aspx?guid=%7BDC9DDD23- 
CCC3-4C25-8517-60019DDE9E04%7D 
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www.ncc56.com 

The NCC website address 

May 15-17, 2009  - Canadian Gathering  - 
The Village Lamplighters of Quebec will 
be hosting the Gathering.  The English 

version of the website is:  http://
www.lamplighters.ca/index-en.html.  The 
hotel is the Sheraton Laval Hotel in Laval, 
Quebec, Canada (it is 20 minutes outside of 
Montreal).  Remember, that you will now 

need a passport to get into Canada. 
 

August 20-23, 2009  - Region 8 Roundup 
presents A ���������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
�������������	�
��
���� in San Anto-
nio, Texas at the Omni San Antonio Hotel.  

The charity will be WINGS.   
 

The website has been updated and 
has a lot of great information.   

Type the below information into 
your web browser to see the website 

and all of the great information. 
 

 http://www.region8roundup.org/ 
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The electronic version of our news-
letter is located here, along with 
some other neat information: 
 
http://www.minnesota56clubs.com 

www.department56.com 
Department 56 website: 

 

Pat said that we are now caught up on our 
NCC dues.  So, we are back to getting the 
NCC newsletter and information.  Here is 
some that might be interesting to you.  
 
The NCC website has been updated.  There 
is a new look and the store has been redone.   
 
The NCC store is accepting orders from indi-
viduals or whole clubs for merchandise.  If a 
club submits an order, then your club will 
receive merchandise for future raffles, etc.  
For orders over a certain amount, you can 
also receive free items.   You can order eve-
rything from NCC buildings and accessories 
to trading pins. 
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A Note from the Editor: 
 
I wanted to let all of you know that I will not be able to do the 
newsletter anymore.  I have enjoyed doing it for a little over 4 
years now, but I just can’t continue anymore.  I feel like some-
one else could get the newsletter finished more timely and do a 
great job.  So, start thinking about someone you would like to 
nominate or who might be interested in being the newsletter 
editor and let the Nomination Committee know. 
 
I have the Microsoft Publisher program that we pass around to 
whoever wants to do the newsletter.  It is fairly easy to use.  It 
works with different kinds of Windows, even with the new 
version—Vista.  I can also provide you with some of the previ-
ous newsletters to use as templates, a list of websites to find 
interesting stories and information, the website where I have 
our newsletter uploaded, clip art I use, and the database of 
members (which I can put into Excel for you).   
 
I would also be willing to send some articles to the new editor 
of the newsletter for some of the columns I have started, if the 
new editor wants to continue them.   

Here is the Snow 
Village Year Round 
Holiday House that 
Charla mentioned in 
her note this month.  
However, the decora-
tions showing are for 
4th of July or Memo-
rial Day. 

This is part of Sandra 
Magsamen’s Sweet Hearts 
Collection made for D56. 



Spirit of 56 Collectors Club 
751 Honeysuckle Lane 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 
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I want to say a HUGE THANKS to Pat and 
Roden for all of the information they sent me 
to put in the newsletter.  I really appreciate it. 

I don't know if you have heard yet or not but 
D56ONLINE.COM is now your source for 
hard-to-find retired pieces at everyday savings.  
They have village pieces, Snowbabies, Possible 
Dreams, and a great selection of accessories.  
Start clicking and try not to spend too much. 


