Spirit of 56
Collectors Club

The purpose of this
organization shall be to
enhance and perpetu-
ate an interest in the
Department 56 collec-
tions through informa-
tive programs and to
provide an opportunity
for fellowship, enjoy-
ment, and fun among
those collectors who
appreciate  collecting,
and to protect and
advance the cause of
the common collection.

The Spirit of 56 Club
meets on the third Sat-
urday of January, Feb-
ruary, March, April,
May, June, September,
October, and Novem-
ber at 8:30 AM. at
Gene Allen’s 1638
West Randol Mill Road.
The anniversary meet-
ing is in April of each
year. Visitors are al-
ways welcome.

The membership is
open to all persons
interested in Depart-
ment 56 collections.
Annual dues are
$20.00. Contact Connie
Earl 817-860-5607 or
Pat Campbell 817-284-
5291.
Sponsor
Gene Allen’s Gifts
1638 W Randol Mill
817-277-7501
2717 W Park Row
817-277-9541
I-20 at Little Road
817-478-4788
Arlington, Texas

Hello to All of You
Hope to see you next Saturday.

Are the Red Hearts showing up arou
your house at this time. Is the Red
Heart House that D56 added into thg
line a few years ago, plugged in and
ready to go.

Today, being Ash Wednesday, | just
realized that time is moving so fast.
will not be too long until we will be

placing the “Rabbit Houses around t

Eggs”.

We are very lucky to have Michael
Hamilton to share his very neat ideg|
for different ways to use our houses
throughout the entire year. He alwa
comes up with great ideas.

We also need to select a nominatior
committee this month to presenta s
of nominations at the March meeting
for the next year. | will ask for volun
teers for this committee.

Look forward to seeing you next Sat|

urday when we will receive some ney

ideas to display our collections.

Love,

§

§

§

(More info. on other pcs. next time "ﬁ
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Village will be introduced =%
this year for those of you th
like Alpine. Remember, thisZE
village is now a limited edi- 4%
tion village and does not al- T_E@
ways have new pieces. Get g
them while you can.

An animated piece for Christz,
mas in the City is coming,

called “The Regal Ballroom.” g
This is also the limited coIIe
tor’s edition piece for CIC. o
There is also “Ferrara’s Bak-g]
ery Cart” coming with .
“Ferrara’s Bakery and Café"
to CIC. The cart | particu-
larly love b/c of all of the gﬁ
carts from Dicken'’s. o
Of course, | couldn’t miss ré;ﬁ
mentioning a very cute gen-
eral accessory piece called the
“Snowman Water Tower.”

Four new pieces for Alpine g"ﬁ




For those who missed the Tour of Homes, |
have included some more pictures. The rest

of us can just see some of the scenes again and
think of next year.

It's never too early to plan ahead.

Right: This was the new display of Dickens at
the Campbells’ house. It was so large, this pic-
ture does not do it justice.

Left: Snow Village, itis. Doesn't it look
like a real city. Charla did the display in a
new and grand way this year.

Our program last month was done by our very
own, Connie Earl. She showed us how to make
Christmas balls (or balls for any occasion.)

Instructions:

1. Getsome clear glass balls, along with
any color of acrylic paint you want to
use, from a hobby store.

Remove hanger from glass ball.

Pour paint into ball. (Do not cover ba
all the way; leave some clear spaces
unless you want solid balls.)

Move ball around with paint in it.
Pour a different color of paint in glass
ball and move it around.

When you are finished with the paint
colors, make sure all glass is covered
with some color of paint.

Then, turn glass ball upside down in 3
cup or jar (it can be any kind of dish,

wn

Here are some samples
she brought along.

even one you drink out of because the
paint is water-soluble).

To be safe you can leave, the glass b
upside down for 48 hours. However,

» It's never too early to make
some Christmas decorations OR

Leave upside down for at least 24 holingou can make some decorations

alffor other holidays. Connie’s
f sister uses these balls in her

you want to re-use some of the paint thaouse colors and puts themin a

ran out of the ball, then you should co
lect that within 24 hours so that it is ng
too dried out.

-vase. Connie used them this
tyear, hanging from her light in
the dining room at Halloween.
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“NCC Comes Home to D567,
The 2008 NCC National D56 Convention:

0 00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000d

J he NCC website addregs

www.ncc56.com

GO RO PO OO )

@ At last month’s meeting, Mary took the names %
the pieces we are interested in and our names:

you missed out and would like to be on a list fo

certain piece, then make sure you tell someon
@ the Service Center at Gene Allen’s on Randol I\%
MMM MmEe

ng

Gene Allen’s has some specials goi

on this week: 5
Fresh Roses arriving Wed., Feb.
13th, at noon (all locations) - only
$24.99/dzn
Add on a glass vase and bow for
only $4 more
Check out their Valentine Gift- || Here is a great way to just
To-Go Package, which includes|adecorate a small table for Va
Tyler Candle, Bath Swizzle, the: entine's E‘gf{dgr)some other
Reba-Love Revival CD, and two Y
Sweet Shop Trufles - all for onl!
$28. You can also add a dzn.
Roses to the pkg. for $52

The display on the rt. has th
D56 Sweetheart Candy Shog
D56 M&M's Valentine Dish,
D56 Krinkles frame, ceramig
cupcake with sweetheart car
dies (from Gene Allen’s), a
Dreamsicle holding hearts, re
Sweethearts candies with g
Sweetheart dish in the middl
of a glass heart dish, an M&N
person, a miniature dog with
holding a heart, along with
many heart accessories. To
it off, some hanging Sweet-
hearts (see close-up picture
hanging hearts).

Picture taken from D56 website

May 15-17, 2009 - Canadian Gathering -
The Village Lamplighters of Quebec will
be hosting the Gathering. The English
version of the website is: http://
www.lamplighters.ca/index-en.html. The
hotel is the Sheraton Laval Hotel in Laval,
Quebec, Canada (it is 20 minutes outside of
Montreal). Remember, that you will now
need a passport to get into Canada.

August 20-23, 2009 - Clubs in San Anto-
nio, Texas are moving forward with plans
for the Region 8 Roundup. It will be held
at the Omni San Antonio Hotel at the Col-
onnade in San Antonio, Texas. Dust off
your witches’ hats and brooms because the

theme is Halloween and they are planning a
Spooktacular time for all. Their website

should be updated soon.

Pictures taken from Shannon’s house
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Spirit of 56 Collectors Club
751 Honeysuckle Lane
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
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DID YOU KNOW?

At one time, Spirit of 56 Collectors Club (our cjub
had 104 members. Some of you probably remembgr t
It was back in July of 1992.

Barbara Bush was (and still might be) an avid osllqg
tor of Department 56. Ms. Bush is an honorary w&nar
member of the Texas Villagers of Spring, Texas.

The tradition of placing such items as nativityrees
villages and animals under the Christmas tree tasably
been adapted from the old German custom of having g
Putz scene beneath the tree. The central thethe &futz
was the nativity scene with its assortment of feguand
animals. Since, then it has become much more el&ébo

=,

and now include whole villages, miniature trairs, e

In August 1994, we received thanks for giving a
donation to our current charity, A Wish With Wings.
didn’'t know we had given to them in the past. Waat
neat coincidence!

Quote of the Month:

“The heart that loves is always young.”

Unknown Author




