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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF 
YOU! 
 
I know you all really enjoyed the 
five houses on the Tour of Homes 
in December, from Linda and 
Shannon’s, to Gordon and his wife, 
on to JoAnn (it was great to see her 
home again), then it was time to ear 
the delicious lunch that we always 
enjoy, yummy, yummy, yummy, 
and more yummy.  Always a treat 
to enjoy the house and the garage.  
Then, on to see if George could 
decorate his new house.  We all 
decided it was beautiful.  We also 
had great weather for the tour.  You 
probably heard about the four of us 
that tried to enter a house that was 
not on the tour, but we got in the 
front door and met one of Roden 
and Pat’s neighbors. 
 
Our program this Saturday will be 
by our very own talented Connie 
Earl as she enlightens us. 
 
I’m looking forward to a good New 
Year for the Spirit of 56 group. 
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 Spirit of 56  
Collectors Club 

The purpose of this 
organization shall be to 
enhance and perpetu-
ate an interest in the 
Department 56 collec-
tions through informa-
tive programs and to 
provide an opportunity 
for fellowship, enjoy-
ment, and  fun among 
those collectors who 
appreciate collecting, 
and to protect and 
advance the cause of 
the common collection. 
 The Spirit of 56 Club 
meets on the third Sat-
urday of January, Feb-
ruary, March, April, 
May, June, September, 
October, and Novem-
ber at 8:30 A.M. at 
Gene Allen’s 1638 
West Randol Mill Road.  
The anniversary meet-
ing is in April of each 
year.  Visitors are al-
ways welcome.  
The membership is 
open to all persons 
interested in Depart-
ment 56 collections.  
Annual dues are 
$20.00. Contact Connie 
Earl 817-860-5607 or 
Pat Campbell 817-284-
5291. 

Sponsor 
      Gene Allen’s Gifts 
1638 W Randol Mill  

817-277-7501 
2717 W Park Row  

817-277-9541  
I-20 at Little Road  

817-478-4788 
Arlington, Texas 
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Department 56 Tidbits: 
 
Of course, many new pieces are 
coming in the new year but I 
heard a rumor at the Tour of 
Homes that there will a special 
Halloween piece coming out 
this year since it will be the 
10th Anniversary of the Snow 
Village Halloween.  (I know I 
am excited as I love to decorate 
for Halloween.  There are so 
many great opportunities for 
decorating ideas.) 
 
In the list of new pieces, there is 
a limited edition piece for al-
most each village (basically, all 
but Alpine and New England  - 
if I can read correctly). 
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www.ncc56.com 

The NCC website address 

Here are the winners of the NCC 15th Anniversary Cake Contest:  
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Aren’t these great 
designs.  Thank you 
Roden for keeping us 
informed about the 

Above:  I just had to show the picture above.  
It is Ralph (my Mom’s dog) and his cousin 
Sherman in their Christmas outfits.  Don’t 

they look just beat.  I think they were as tired 
as most of us were after all of the work we did 

decorating and cooking for the holidays. 

2nd place  - Our 56 Club 

3rd place  - Prairie Villages 

1st Place  -  
Village Collectors 

of Michigan 

Above:  See just one example of some of 
the beautiful displays we had on our 
Tour of Homes 
 
Right:  Here are just some of the people 
at our Tour of Homes.  We had a great 
turn-out.  Thanks to everyone who came. 
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“NCC Comes Home to D56”,  
The 2008 NCC National D56 Convention 

Some news about the convention straight from the Michigan clubs work-
ing on it.  
1. The host hotel is sold out.  However, the other two hotels still have rooms 

available.  Over 300 rooms have been booked. 
2.  Close to 200 people have already registered. 
3. A second Lowell Inn Dinner Tour for Thursday, June 26th,  has been added. 
4. Department 56 has donated a house for each table at the Saturday Dinner 

Banquet. 

May 15-17, 2009  - Canadian Gathering  - The Village Lamplighters of Quebec will be hosting the Gathering.  The English 
version of the website is:  http://www.lamplighters.ca/index-en.html.  The hotel is the Sheraton Laval Hotel in Laval, Que-
bec, Canada (it is 20 minutes outside of Montreal).  Remember, that you will now need a passport to get into Canada. 
 
August 20-23, 2009  - Clubs in San Antonio, Texas are moving forward with plans for the Region 8 Roundup.  It will be 
held at the Omni San Antonio Hotel at the Colonnade in San Antonio, Texas.  Dust off your witches’ had and brooms be-
cause the theme is Halloween and they are planning a Spooktacular time for all.  Their website should be updated soon. 

Above are pictures of the special event pieces you 
can get at the convention. 

2009 Gatherings Information 

Plans are well underway for the upcoming convention scheduled for June 26 – 
29, 2008.  You can also check in on the convention website – 

www.ncc2008convention.com – for the latest information. 
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Spirit of 56 Collectors Club 
751 Honeysuckle Lane 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104 

Some Interesting Superstitions, Do you believe any of 
them?   
· An acorn should be carried to bring luck and ensure a 
long life. 
· Amber beads, worn as a necklace, can protect against 
illness or cure colds. 
· It’s bad luck to put a hat on the bed. 

· To protect yourself from witches, wear a blue bead. 

· If your cheeks suddenly feel on fire, someone is talk-
ing about you. 
· For good luck throughout the year, wear new clothes 
on Easter. 

���������������������	��
��
���
�������������������� ����������������

��������� ���� �
�

�
���������
�� ��

Some Quotes for the New Year: 
 
 

“Cheers to a new year and another 
chance to get it right.”               
   Oprah Winfrey 

“Be at war with your vices, at peace 
with your neighbors, and let every year 
find you a better man.”              
  Benjamin Franklin 

“An optimist stays up until midnight to 
see the New Year in.  A pessimist stays 
up to make sure the old year leaves.”            
   Bill Vaughan 


