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From the President

Hi, Everyone!

I want to start this month’s newsletter by giving a BIG THANK YOU to the club members who
came out to help update Robin Lee’s displays. Thank you to Deb, Phyllis, and Darlene. A special
Thank You to Tom who directed the show and thought he was in charge most of the time! You can
now see the new pieces. Please do not look in the middle of the Halloween display; we did not
improve the electrical situation there. The word “adapter” is still keeping me up at night! Many
helping hands allowed us to get the display completed faster than I thought we would.

May is here and the gardening season has begun. I am really motivated by the display work we have
been doing so I hope that I can pull myself inside enough this summer to get my Halloween display
done and get a solid foundation started for the Dickens Village and North Pole. Of course, nothing
can get started until I make up my mind on which of the new introductions I need to make room for.

Thank you to John, who shared the advance pictures of D-56 new villages, Disney and Historic
Williamsburg. It was good to hear that there will not be many mid-year building introductions.
D-56 will be introducing some accessories and some holiday gift sets. That will give me the time
to catch up.

Next meeting, we will try a team village competition.
It should be challenging and fun to do and watch!
A last personal note: after the encouragement at our last meeting, I have indeed decided to keep

my Christmas tree up. I like the idea that I am ahead of the game. Now if I can just get the
ornaments on!

~Shirl
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Save These Dates!
Saturday, June 26th

Save this date for a club outing. We will do some shopping and some looking and, of
course, some eating. We will make a stop or two at the D-56 dealers in the area to do
some shopping. Hopefully, the new introductions will be received by then and we will
get to do some serious shopping. We will also make a stop at the Twin City Model Train
Museum at Bandana Square. I have been told the display is really something to see. We
will also find a place for a great lunch and maybe some more shopping!

Saturday, July 17th

We will hold our annual picnic and pool party at Dee’s. We will work out the details in
the next few weeks before our next meeting but do plan to bring a dish to pass! Dee has
a great built in pool and a hot tub for those willing to get into their swim suits! No matter
what you are up for, there will be good food and great conversation! If you would like to
help organize the food or a picnic activity, let me know!

Fall Service Project

I want to thank Deb, Dee, Diane and Kathy for volunteering to organize a Fall service
project for the club. If you missed last meeting, you really missed some fun. My demo of
“Christmas in a Bag” was all that was needed to get the attendees thinking how to turn
the simple display idea into a great service project. It was amazing to see the ideas just
flowing; I wish the brainstorming sessions with my staff worked as well. Keep watching
for more information from this group in the future! In the meantime save any foam board
you may find at work!

Happy Birthday in June to:
Andy Griffith, June st Harvey Fierstein, June 6th

Siegfried Fischbacher, June 13th John Elway, June 28th

and Jane Sumi, June 17th
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D56 Collector Web Sites &.

Minnesota Clubs

http://www.minnesota56clubs.com

Get up-to-date information about the activities of various
Minnesota D56 Clubs

Department 56

http://www.department56.com

Official Department 56 site with the latest D56 product
information.

Department 56 Webring
http://i.webring.com/hub?ring=dept56

Links to web sites of collectors, retailers, and anything else
related to Department 56 collecting.

National Council of 56 Clubs
http://www.ncc56.com/
News and information from the NCC.



